Oct. 24, 2008

Taipei Declaration on Asian Wetlands
Common Crisis, Immediate Action

Wetlands are habitats rich in biodiversity and one of the most productive ecosystems on Earth.
About one third of world's wetlands are located in Asia, including a number of wetlands of
international importance. Asian wetlands play an important role in sustaining large human
populations and were the cradle of human civilizations.

Wetlands deliver diverse ecosystem services. These include food and clean water for people,
habitat for wildlife, and protection against floods, typhoons, tsunamis, and tidal surges.

Threats and Crisis to Wetlands

Asian wetlands are under tremendous pressure from human activities including habitat
modification for agriculture and aquaculture, introduction of invasive species, poorly planned
infrastructure development, land-filling in tidal marshes and mangroves, and climate change
that often amplifies other threats.

Immediate Actions -Healthy Wetlands, Healthy People

We, the participants of Society of Wetland Scientists Asian Chapter Convention, would call
for attention to all Asian economies, separately and together, to take immediate actions to
reverse negative impacts on Asian wetlands, and promote conservation and wise use of these
wetlands.

Actions should be taken to ensure that:

1. “Wetland ecosystem health is the basis of economic development in Asia”.
Update national development policies, enforce existing laws and regulations, and develop
sustainable long-term land use planning, taking into account negative impacts on wetlands.
Promote eco-friendly uses of wetlands (e.g. ecotourism).

2. “Wetland management is based on sound science”. Strengthen efforts to
understand, protect, communicate about, and wisely manage Asian wetlands. These efforts
can be achieved through the continued development of a network of wetland resource centers.

3. “International cooperation is applied to wetland management”. Joint efforts
must be taken across political boundaries to optimize efforts to stop and reverse the loss and
degradation of wetlands. These efforts, including capacity building, will ensure that Asian
wetlands can support future generations.

4. “Local actions involve all stakeholders”. Wetlands are key to the livelihood of
Asian people so it is important that local people are empowered to have an active role in
wetland management.
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